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Abstract

TAKAYAMA Chogu is a representative literary critic, thinker, and aesthete of the
first period in the Meiji 30’s. His critical essays on Japan showed his sensitive
responses to the trend of the time, accommodating himself to public opinions and
changing sometimes his points of view from sentimentalism to Japanese nationalism,
individualism, Nietzscheism, instinctism, Nichirenism. He seemingly sought for
something universal and sublime over the nation, swinging between the individualism
and the nationalism.

We can guess his points of view on China would be similar to those on Japan if
he did not suffer from an early death. It has already passed more than 100 years
since he died young. We stand on an important position where we should again think

about the relation between the individual and the nation deeply.
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